

















SCHOOBROEIDANCE

We welcome people who want to infuse their life
with dance. Our inclusive and accredited program
will give you the foundation and the freedom to
express yourself through movement, at home or on
the world stage, at any stage of your life.

2024-2025

The 2024-2025 year was full of accomplishments
for the students and faculty of the School of Dance.
Our faculty grew to 19 highly qualified instructors
who offered a wide range of classes and private
instruction in  Ballet, Ballroom, Composition,
Conditioning, Contemporary, Jazz, Modern, Pointe,
Silver Swans Ballet, Tap, Theory, and Variations.
Student enrolment was steady between 380-400,
up slightly from 350-380 in 2023-24.

Summer programs saw a significant increase in
participation. Dance Camp enrollment grew by
approximately 41%, from 143 to 202 participants,
and our Dance Intensives, Junior Intensive, and
adult evening classes all ran successfully. Our
Teacher Training Program ran with a full slate of
first and second year courses. Our students once
again were entered for Ballet Examinations with a
perfect 100% pass rate for exams both with
Cecchetti Canada and the Royal Academy of
Dance. Many of our students earned Distinction
and/or Honours in these prestigious examinations.
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The School of Dance dlso celebrated several
memorable performances, including Snapshots
performances on Friday, December 13th and
Saturday, March 1st. Our major production was
Alice, The Ballet, performed at the Spatz Theatre in
February, and we also offered a slate of Spring
Recitals at the Spatz Theatre in June. In addition,
we held two Early Childhood Movement
Celebrations in the Lilian Piercey Hall in May and
June.

Outreach programs included performances for
over 600 schoolchildren, and performances at
Northwood Halifax Campus, as well as our ongoing
collaboration with St. George’s YouthNet. These
outreach programs provide performance
experience for our students and extend our
programming to the broader community.The 2024~
25 year saw us develop deeper ties to our
community, and expand our range of course
offerings. We look forward to continuing our
mandate in the coming years.
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SCHOOBOENMUSIC

We'll help you live a creative musical life that
enriches yourself and your community by giving
you the language and perspective of music—
through highly skilled and passionate musical
instruction.

2024-2025

The School of Music continued to experience strong
enrollment numbers and engagement in private
lessons, ensembles, workshops, masterclasses, and
more. With over 1000 unique registrations for
School of Music activities, participation in music
lessons continues the strong pattern demonstrated
over the past several years.

Children’s programming featured notable
expansion with the new Merry-Go-Round program,
and our Kindermusik program became tri-lingual
with offerings in English, French, and Ukrainian.
Three new private lesson instructors and one
Kindermusik instructor joined the faculty, and
composition became a formal teachable subject
under the new Theory & Composition department.

The quality of our teaching spaces was improved
with a significant reorganization and decluttering
effort, and the addition of two new private teaching
studios, allows us to better serve the various needs
of our patrons.

14

We continued to remove financial barriers and
reward excellence by distributing approximately
$34,000 in scholarships, awards, and bursaries.
Further initiatives developed this past year such as
the Valerie Bellamy Harp Lending Program continue
to address these barriers and provide students with
opportunities to learn, regardless of socioeconomic
status.

With the foundation for growth laid with more
teaching studios, faculty members, and general
systems improvements, the coming year will focus
on:

1. growth in enrollment

2. increase programming options

3. building more internal resources
for our students and faculty,

4.and increasing community involvement
through partnerships and collaborations.

This will yield more performance opportunities for
our students, more financial support, more
engagement with community members, and more
reasons to become a member of our family.

Think community. Think Conservatory!
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CENTREIREOR
MUSTCAMHERAPNY

Our certified music therapists help Nova Scotians
access the healing power, and joy, of music, right in
the heart of Halifax.

2024-2025

The Centre for Music Therapy continued to develop
and thrive during 2024-2025. In September 2024,
the Centre experienced a change in leadership
when Anna Plaskett stepped down as the Head of
Music Therapy, and Paige Ryerson was hired as the
Director of Music Therapy. While three organizations
(including 9 groups) remained clients of Anna’s
upon her departure, client numbers in the Centre
for Music Therapy have remained stable. Our
overall clientele number was 116 for the year, a
slight decrease from 117. This decrease reflects the
organizations that remained with Anna Plaskett, but
was balanced by a 14% increase in our individual
clientele, from 64 to 73.

Our work with schools and preschools, including
institutions like Beech Tree Academy and Admiral
Westphal Elementary, continued to thrive, and new
partnerships were made with Kids at Research Early
Learning Centre, Harrietsfield Elementary and
Kingswood Elementary.
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We expanded our long-term care services to
include Saint Vincent’s Nursing Home in addition to
the continued services at Northwood Care. The
Centre formed new community partnerships with
Peter’'s Place, Hearing and Speech Nova Scotia and
Akoma Family Centre, and maintained partnerships
with Easter Seals, L'Arche Halifax, Our
Neighbourhood Living Society, Metro Community
Living, Quest Society, Gateway Homes, Regional
Residential Services Society , Connections
Dartmouth, Dartmouth Adult Services Centre, Club
Inclusion, Prescott Group, Laing House, Colonial
Homes, and Department of Community Services.

Our music therapy team consisted of 11 music
therapists - 7 Certified Music Therapists, 2 Music
Therapists seeking accreditation, and a Director of
Music Therapy (also a Certified Music Therapist).
The Centre’'s on-site group, Seniors in Song,
remained an integral program and has inspired the
development of new group programming within
the Centre for Music Therapy in the future.

We continue to see growth in individual and group
participants, and growing demand for music
therapy services, and look forward to continuing to
expand and deepen the work of the Centre for
Music Therapy in 2025-2026!
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